
Allerdale Borough Council 
 

Overview and Scrutiny Committee – 15 November 2019 
 

Councillor Call for Action – Flimby Cemetery 
 

  
The Reason for the Decision To provide recommendations to the 

Overview and Scrutiny Committee to 
resolve the issue of the new burial 
area access paths in Flimby Cemetery 
and the boundary repair at St. 
Nicholas Closed Churchyard, Flimby. 
In response to the Councillor Call for 
Action request. 

  
  
  
Recommendations To review the evidence presented, and 

formulate recommendations to be 
forwarded to the Executive. 

  
Financial /  Resource Implications The cost of repairs to the boundary 

wall are estimated at £1,200 and can 
be met from existing budgets. 
 
If further works to the paths are 
recommended then budget bids will 
need to be submitted.   

  
Legal / Governance Implications The Council is liable for any injury or 

damage caused on its assets; 
maintenance and improvements can 
mitigate this risk but this cannot be 
wholly nullified where the public have 
full and uninterrupted access.  
   

 The Council has a statutory 
responsibility for the maintenance of 
this closed churchyard.  

  
  
Health and Safety and Risk 
Management Implications 

Risk assessment included at 
Appendix 1 (to follow) 

  
Equality Duty considered / Impact 
Assessment completed 

No 

  
Wards Affected Flimby 
  



The contribution this decision would 
make to the Council’s priorities 

 

  
Is this a Key Decision No 
  
Portfolio Holder Councillor George Kemp 

 
  
Lead Officer  Catherine Nicholson 

Head of Finance and Property 
01900 702503 
catherine.nicholson@allerdale.gov.uk 

  

 
Report Implications 
 
Community Safety N Financial Y 

Legal Y Partnership N 

Social Inclusion Y Asset Management Y 

Equality Duty N Health and Safety Y 

Employment (internal) N Employment  

(external to the Council) 

N 

 
Background Papers 
 
None 
 
1.0 Introduction 
 
1.1 In February 2019 concerns were expressed by a Flimby resident about the 

access to the new burial area. 
 
1.2 Following the complaint, a risk assessment was carried out and no dangerous 

risks were found (see Appendix 1 – to follow). 
 
1.3 On 28 June 2019 a Councillor Call for Action (CCfA) request form was 

received by Allerdale Borough Council’s Democratic Services Department 
from Councillor Peter Kendall, Allerdale Borough Council’s members for the 
Flimby ward (Appendix 2). 

 
1.4 The Councillor Call for Action related to the condition of the current paths in 

Flimby Cemetery, the lack of path in the new burial area and the boundary 
repair in St. Nicholas Closed Churchyard, Flimby. (see Appendix 3 for map 
and photo of the area). 

 
1.5 It is the responsibility of the Overview and Scrutiny Committee to decide what 

constitutes a valid use of the CCfA scheme. Therefore, on 26 July 2019, at 



Scrutiny Committee meeting, this request was considered. It was decided by 
the members present that this request was a valid use of the CCfA scheme, 
and that a meeting should be organised to investigate the issue. 

 
2.0 Findings 
 
2.1 Health and Safety concerns - Whilst it is recognised that the cemetery is 

located on a steep incline, the risk assessment did not identify any dangerous 
risks and so no further work has been required in respect of health or safety 
concerns.  It should be noted that all cemeteries have low risk potential 
hazards of slips, trips and falls and common sense must prevail when visiting 
a cemetery. 

 
2.2 Boundary wall repair, St. Nicholas Closed Churchyard - It was found that part 

of the boundary wall has collapsed and is in need of repair.  Allerdale have a 
duty of care to maintain boundary walls in closed churchyards and therefore 
are responsible for effecting a repair.  Property Services have inspected the 
wall and propose to remove the collapsed section of the wall and replace it 
with a stock proof fence.  This is estimated to cost £1,200 and this can be met 
from the property services repairs budget. 

 
2.3 Further options - Following members requests at the July meeting, Property 

Services were asked to look at options to repair up all existing paths and 
install a new path in the new burial area. Estimated costs of completing these 
works are £70,000  (£57k for existing paths and £13k for new path). 

 
2.4 It must be noted that there is no budgetary provision to undertake these works 

and should members be minded to require these works to be undertaken a full 
business case and budget bid would need to be submitted.  The ward 
member has indicated that there are potential grants that could be accessed 
for landscaping work. 

 
3.0 Recommendations 
 
3.1 Works to repair the boundary wall are completed as soon as possible. 
 
 

Catherine Nicholson 
Head of Finance and Property Services 


